18. 


1:18: If people said to someone, “Reuben has died,” and he made a 
tear, and afterward they said to him, “Simeon has died,” lo, he already 
has carried out his obligation to make a tear in mourning. If they told 
him, “Reuben has died,” and he made a tear, and afterward they said to 
him, “At that time he was alive, but he now has died.” 


a. 1:19: Yohanan was leaning on R. Jacob bar Iddi, and R. Eleazar [a 
Babylonian] saw him and avoided him. [Yohanan] said, “Lo, now 
there are two things that that Babylonian has done to me! One is 
that he did not even bother to greet me, and the other is that he did 
not cite a tradition of mine in my name.” [Jacob] said to him, “That 
is the custom over there, that the lesser party does not greet the 
more important authority. For they carry out the following verse of 
Scripture: “The young men saw me and withdrew, and the aged 
rose and stood” (Job 29:8). As they were going along, they saw a 
certain schoolhouse. [Jacob] said to him, “Here is where R. Meir 
used to go into session and expound the law. And he stated 
traditions in the name of R. Ishmael, but he did not state traditions 
in the name of R. Aqiba.” [Yohanan] said to him, “Everybody 
knows that R. Meir was the disciple of R. Agiba [so he did not 
have to cite him].” [Jacob] said to him, “Everybody knows that R. 
Eleazar is the disciple of R. Yohanan.” As they were going along, 
[they passed by a procession in which an idol was carried, and 
Jacob asked Yohanan,] “What is the law as to passing a procession 
in which an idol is being carried?” He said to him, “And do you 
pay respect to the idol? Go before it and blind its eyes.” [Jacob] 
said to him, “Well did R. Eleazar do to you, for he did not pass by 
you [since that would have required an inappropriate 
gesture].” [Yohanan] said to him, “Jacob bar Iddi, you know very 
well how to make peace [between quarreling people].” R. Yohanan 
wanted traditions to be stated in his name, for David too prayed for 
mercy [for the same purpose], saying, “Let me dwell in thy tent 
forever! Oh to be safe under the shelter of thy wings!” (Ps. 61:4). 


i. 1:20: R. Phineas, R. Jeremiah in the name of R. Yohanan: “And 
did it enter David’s mind that he would live forever? But this is 
what he said: ‘May I have the merit of having my words 
repeated in synagogues and schools.’” 


